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An Urban DeS|gn Perspectlve



Urban Design — What is it?
Urban Design Values.
Urban Design Values and Street Trees.
City of Austin Street Tree Programs.
Challenges and Improvements.

A Context-Sensitive Approach.



Urban Design is the process of shaping a city’'s physical form.

The primary palette of Urban Design is The Public Realm
(parks, open space, streets, sidewalks, walkways, and
bridges) and the relationship with its surroundings.

Urban design takes a toward all the physical
elements that make up a city.



Holistic Approach

Considers multiple
Interests and values.

No single interest or
value holds “the trump
card.”

Context sensitive.

Balancing values.




Urban Design Values.



People-Centered




Commerce/Economy




Mobility




Community Building




Urban Design Values.
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Urban Design Values.

Aesthetics
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Sustainability
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“Given a limited budget, the most
effective expenditure of funds to
Improve a street would probably be
on trees.
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Assuming trees are appropriaten

the first place and that someone WI||:‘?';¥

take care of them, trees can

transform a street more easily than

any other physical improvement.

Moreover, for many people trees
are the most important single
characteristic of a good street.”
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Urban Design Values and Street Trees.

People-Centered

Scale




Urban Design Values and Street Trees.

People-Centered




People-Centered

Comfort



Urban Design Values and Street Trees.

Businesses on treescaped streets show 12% higher income
streams.






and Street Trees.

Community Building




and Street Trees

Art




and Street Trees.

ICS

Aesthet
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The Beauty of Nature



Urban Design Values and Street Trees.

ICS

Aesthet

Define the space of the street



Aesthetics
Define the character of the street




and Street Trees.

Aesthetics
Filter Sunlight — Provide Shade
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Aesthetics

Filter Sunlight — Provide Shade

H I
__.

il “w
-“_*“_”“_ ““_
- &
_______ T

oy




Great Streets Program

University Neighborhood Overlay

Streetscape Programs Based on Roadway Types:
« Subchapter E (Design Standards)

 Transit-Oriented Districts



Great Streets Program — City Council Directives

“The City Manager is directed to ensure that . . . The
finalized Downtown Great Streets Master Plan be
Implemented to ensure that each emerging project
throughout the downtown has consistent streetscape and
public right-of-way improvements. ..” (Res. 001214-76)

“The City Council adopts for implementation . . . The Great
Streets Master Plan streetscape standards to ensure that
downtown has a consistent look and feel . . ."(Res. 021205-
66A)



Great Streets Master Plan Implementation

Great Streets Program

Legend

Planned CIP’s (Capital Improvement Project)

Planned GSDP’s/GSMP

Under Construction CIP’s

= Under Construction GSDP’s/GSMP

e (0mpleted
= = = = (reat Streets Development Program (GSDP) Boundary
— =« (reat Streets Master Plan (GSMP) Boundary




Great Streets Program

Streetscape Standards

Legend of symbols

Mixed Mode Street

Crosswalk Paving

The Moxed Moda most frequenly recommanded Great Streets
type for downiiown Austin. It the most prevalend sireet, 3nd best exsmpifies
n mode hiecerchy recommended inthe  Downtown Austin

Safe zone Paving

Parking Zone Paving

The sweetis designed for slow-moving vehickes involved in strest activity such Accessible Crossing
a5 parking and passenger drop-of rathar than through-raffc. Standard atIntersection®
gntoan-foot sidewalks on ether side allow for two-way, twe-lane raffic vith

parking on both sides. el wilhin he Standard 44-foot curt-lo-curd distance.

Each parking lane consists of seven oet six inchas for parking and four feat for
a"Safa Zone", The "Safe Zons" Is the exva four fost that protects people as
thay entor or axi the driver's sile of 3 parked car, This zon

fost of additional space for cychsts using tris street, The "Safe

be marked by 8 change i paving color and bicycle-fiendly texture from both

e the ravel ane and the aciacer parking 5paces.

b tree grate
Propased Mixed-Mode Streets ncce: ree and tree grate
Elhth Sireet West Avenus (north of Sah Street)
o Grando Strost 2 Street bight
TG G A E San Anierio Street =
o Coloraco Street
Brazos Sveat Traffic light
Nacnes Straet

cuRen . Soveisoon Sveet Sane Sveet
TRANSVERSE STREET SECTION e * coordinate for safety at accessible crossing
MIXED MODE STREET Transt service and on this sireet type to be e element plan

Captal Mstropoitan Transportation Authorty,

TYPOLOGY

* o dimensional geomarcs af 3l ohar sireetscape apputenances, refer ta
sireelscape elemants and standards.
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University Neighborhood Overlay

An incentive-based program:

Awards additional entitlements Ao
(height or density) in return for e
certain community benefits s

including affordable housing g5
and tree-lined streetscapes. d 5
= -
L=
.. ——
- T —

1
\



Road Type-Based Streetscape Programs:

Subchapter E (Design Standards)

Transit-Oriented Districts



Subchapter E (Design Standards)
Primary Organizing Tool: Roadway Type

“This Subchapter recognizes that development should reflect
and respond to its location within the city. For example, a
commercial development in a suburban location can (and
often should) look and function differently than a commercial
development in downtown Austin.

Because roadways provide both access to a site and define
the urban design framework of the city, roadway types have
been used as an organizing tool to establish many of the new
development standards in this Subchapter.”



Subchapter E (Design Standards)
Primary Organizing Tool: Roadway Type
Core Transit Corridor
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Subchapter E (Design Standards)
Primary Organizing Tool: Roadway Type

Core Transit Corridor




Subchapter E (Design Standards)
Primary Organizing Tool: Roadway Type
Urban Roadway

Clear ;Planﬁngé
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Subchapter E (Design Standards)
Primary Organizing Tool: Roadway Type
Urban Roadway




Challenges and Improvements.

Efforts for Continuous Improvement




Efforts for Continuous Improvement




Efforts for Continuous Improvement
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Improvement

INUOUS

Efforts for Cont




Efforts for Continuous Improvement
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Challenges and Improvements.

Efforts for Continuous Improvement




Informs how you balance competing values and find
appropriate solutions. l.e., no one size fits all.



Transect/Continuum




A Context-Sensitive Approach.

L east
Urban

Most
Urban

Transect/Continuum



People-
Centered

Community
Building
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A Context-Sensitive Approach.

People-
Centered

Community
Building

L east
Urban

Most
Urban

Transect/Continuum



People-
Centered

Community
Building
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A Context-Sensitive Approach.

People- AR
Centered ‘ '

Community
Building

L east
Urban
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Urban
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2nd Street
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2nd Street
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Colorado Street
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Colorado Street



Before and After
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COME IN AND ENJOY THE LARGEST
FLECTION OF BOURBON AND

JITCHEN OPEN NIGHTLY T 11PM
WAPFY HOUR MON - FRI 4PM -7PM
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Colorado Street



Cesar Chavez Street



Before and After

Cesar Chavez Street



